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Research on the Mechanisms Governing the Climate System

One of the most important methods of inquiry into past climate change is the study
of polar ice, which is a natural laboratory preserving a “historic memory” of climate
changes. Claude Lorius and his group worked for decades on this issue. They were the
first to reconstruct not only the history of the Earth’s climate by analyzing polar ice, but
also that of the composition of the atmosphere, derived from the analysis of air bub-
bles that were trapped in the ice during the last hundreds of thousand years. Their re-
searches allowed them to establish the causal relationships between climate and con-
tent of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.
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